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Yale professor under fire for suggesting elderly
Japanese residents should kill themselves

By Yaron Steinbuch
February 13, 2023 12:49pm Updated

Josh Hendrickson , | Ewitter
@RebelEconProf

We need to shut down the Yale

Economics department until we can
figure out what’s going on.
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Woman finds husband’s body in home eight months after he disappeared

NYC woman found dead in car may have ingested chemicals
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A professor at Yale University has sparked outrage for suggesting that elderly Japanese
residents should take part in a “mass suicide” by disembowelment to help the country
deal with its rapidly aging population.

Yusuke Narita, 37, an assistant professor of economics at the Ivy League school, has
gained hundreds of thousands of followers on social media as he touted the controversial
solution in multiple interviews and publications — but he’s also drawn ire, the New York
Times reported.

“I feel like the only solution is pretty clear,” Narita said during a news program in late
2021.

“In the end, isn’t it mass suicide and mass ‘seppuku’ of the elderly?” he added, referring to
the practice of disembowelment utilized by dishonored Samurai in the late 19th century.

Last year, Narita answered a boy’s question about seppuku by telling a group of students
about a scene from “Midsommar,” a 2019 flick in which a Swedish cult sends one of its
oldest members to jump off a cliff.

“Whether that’s a good thing or not, that’'s a more difficult question to answer,” he said.
“So if you think that’'s good, then maybe you can work hard toward creating a society like
that.”

He also has discussed euthanasia, predicting that the “possibility of making it mandatory
in the future” will become part of the public discourse.

https://nypost.com/2023/02/13/yale-professor-suggests-elderly-japanese-residents-should-die-in-mass-suicide/ 2/9


https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/12/world/asia/japan-elderly-mass-suicide.html

15/03/2023 23:04 Yale professor suggests elderly Japanese residents should die in mass suicide

A

BN or i ? "HEE SR [T niE? FEn

Yusuke Narita, 37, an assistant professor at Yale University, has suggested that elderly Japanese residents should
kill themselves to avoid burdening the country.

ABEMA News

The professor’s incendiary remarks touched a raw nerve in a country where kamikaze
pilots were revered for dying in a blaze of glory during World War Il.

Narita told the Times that his comments had been “taken out of context” — saying he was
referring to efforts to push older people out of leadership positions in business and
politics.

“I should have been more careful about their potential negative connotations,” he told the
paper about the phrases “mass suicide” and “mass seppuku,” saying they were “an
abstract metaphor.”

“After some self-reflection, | stopped using the words last year,” Narita added.

In Japan, the professor has gained a following among disaffected youths who believe
their economic progress has been stymied by the elderly in power.

His Japanese Twitter bio reads: “The things you’re told you’re not allowed to say are
usually true.”
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Narita also has mentioned the possibility of making euthanasia mandatory in Japan.

Getty Images

Narita’s detractors pushed back at his controversial remarks.

“It's irresponsible,” journalist Masaki Kubota said, according to the Times, adding that
people “might think, ‘Oh, my grandparents are the ones who are living longer and we
should just get rid of them.”

Newsweek Japan columnist Masato Fujisaki said Narita’s supporters “believed old people
should just die already and social welfare should be cut.”

Some fear that Narita’s views are gaining traction in a country where older generations
have traditionally been honored.

https://nypost.com/2023/02/13/yale-professor-suggests-elderly-japanese-residents-should-die-in-mass-suicide/ 4/9


https://nypost.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/02/yale-professor-japan-elderly-mass-suicide-12-1.jpg

15/03/2023 23:04 Yale professor suggests elderly Japanese residents should die in mass suicide

Narita later said his remarks had been “taken out of context.”

Getty Images

In 2013, then-Finance Minister Taro Aso said the elderly should “hurry up and die” to
spare the nation the cost of their medical care.

Last year, a dystopian movie by Japanese filmmaker Chie Hayakawa called “Plan 75”
imagined salespeople offering elderly citizens an incentive to self-euthanize and no longer
be a burden to society.

Alexis Dudden, a historian at the University of Connecticut who studies modern Japan,
told the Times that Narita is “not focusing on helpful strategies such as better access to
day care or broader inclusion of women in the work force or broader inclusion of
immigrants.”

He added: “Things that might actually invigorate Japanese society.”
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“I feel like the only solution is pretty clear. In the end, isn’t it mass suicide and mass ‘seppuku’ of the elderly?” Narita
said in 2021.

ABEMA News

Some surveys in Japan have suggested that a majority of the population supports
legalizing voluntary euthanasia, according to the newspaper.

But Fumika Yamamoto, a professor of philosophy at Tokyo City University, noted that
every country that has legalized it only “allows it if the person wants it themselves.”

209  What do you think? Post acomment.

Narita emailed the Times that “euthanasia (either voluntary or involuntary) is a complex,
nuanced issue. | am not advocating its introduction,” adding, “I predict it to be more
broadly discussed.”

The Post has reached out to Yale Economics Department chairman Tony Smith and a
spokesperson for the university for comment.
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Jambo Lewis
13 February, 2023

Ivy league professors and students should also consider the same solution so that we don't
need to be burdened with their perceived superiority.

Reply - 5171 - Share

Too Ironic
13 February, 2023

What a twisted and insufferable little narcissist! These Ivy League professors all think
they are inventing the wheel when they’re actually just recycling old ideas that already
had been so flawed as to have been rejected or had already failed miserably, sometimes
over and over again—like Communism...

See more
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Branduhhhn Magoo
13 February, 2023

But then how will we get Covid 20?
Reply - 515 - Share
o 1 reply

& Show 3 more replies

Bobs Kidd
13 February, 2023

I feel sorry for the older people in Japan. Considering that many in their 80's had childhoods
where Japan was facing the depravations of war, slowly being starved, and seeing massive
bombing raids, they then grew up in a nation trying to rebuild its industry and psyche. They
were the generation th...
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OpenPockets
14 February, 2023

Yusuke Narita with the mismatched specs equals zero wisdom. Honor is a big part of
Japanese culture and he also has none. It is clear what he was saying and it was
nothing about a 'metaphor’ as he puts it. It is clear he does not want to take care of the
people that took care of him as it may co...
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Tom Suh
14 February, 2023

Welcome to the new world order and people thinks woke only affect the West. They are
trying pour this poison into Asia where family and traditional value are strong. These
are qualities of a strong united country. let's hope the West will destroy each other
before their evil ideas will again poll...
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L LouLouLou
13 February, 2023

Why would we listen to someone with 2 different shaped eyeglass lenses?
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agent00seven
13 February, 2023

Why would we listen to anyone at Yale or at any other Poison Ivy League indoctrination
camp? These "professors' are 100% certifiable. -
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Because he has a different world view.
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